
DeanTiessen, president,Pyra-
mid FarmsLtd, hada dramatic
backdropof miscanthusto show
globalreporters,explaining how
28,000tonnes of “elephant
grass”andwoodarepelletedand
usedfor fuel to heat 37 acresof
his family’s Leamington,Ontario
greenhouse. Besidessequestering
carbon, the1,000acresof billow-
ing grassis groundcoverfor
pheasants.During themedia
scrum, a deer madea guest
appearance,underlining his mes-
sageof sustainabili ty.

Mike Tiessen (right) of Prism
Farms answers questionsfrom
Americanjournalist Paul Queck
on thelife cycle of Campari
tomatoesunder10.5acresof dou-
ble poly fi lm and 7.2acresunder
glass. He also showed a test trial
of miscanthuschipswhich are
being usedasa growing media
for tomato vines. It is very
promising for greenhouse cucum-
bers as well.

Look way up! That’s Art
Schaafsma,director of University
of Guelph Ridgetown College,
talking about thebenefi ts of the
new anaerobic bio-digester on
campus. At a farm-scale sizeof
250kW, it’s designedto convert
agricultural andfoodindustry
biomassto biogas.Greenhouse
wastes are contemplatedas one
potential source.Thebiodigester
is locatedat theCentre for Agri-
cultural Renewable Energy and
Sustainabili ty (CARES).

Look into thedistance! That’s
field tomatoesthatreachalmost
all theway to theSun-Brite and
H. J.Heinz tomatopaste and
juice plant in Leamington.Har-
vestis expectedto be90 to 95 per
centof the contractat 42 tonsper
acre according to JohnMumford,
Ontario ProcessingVegetable
Growers. A latespring dampened
tonnagetargets.

Dustdid not deterfarm jour-
nalists from snappingphotosof
field tomatoharvesting. Reliable
yieldsandquality are neededto
keepfoodprocessors in thearea.
A newwater“lif eline” built by
LeamingtonAreaDrip Irrigation
Inc.draws waterdirectly from
LakeErie. Built by 13 farmers,
the36 kilometresof pipeline
now waters 2,500acres.In the
future,greenhousesmaybeadded
to thewaternetwork to fulfill
year-roundcapacity.
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The Olympians of farm journalists visit Canada

WWW.GLEXPO.COM

One registration fee covers both   
conferences and the trade show!

Online registration starts Sept. 27.   
Register by Nov. 11 to save   

on registration fees.

Visit GLEXPO.com for registration, 
program and other information.

Call 734-677-0503 for registration 
questions or to receive registration 

and program information by mail.
Call 616-794-0492 for information 

on exhibiting in the trade show.

DEC. 6-8, 2011
DEVOS PLACE CONVENTION CENTER 

AND THE AMWAY GRAND PLAZA HOTEL 

GRAND RAPIDS, MICHIGAN

4,200 people from 34 states and 5 Canadian provinces attended in 2010

Informative education program for growers and farm marketers –   
56 education sessions and workshops over three days

Large trade show – 380-plus exhibitors covering four acres of exhibit space

Pre-conference bus tour for farm marketers on Monday, Dec. 5

The PREMIER show for fruit and vegetable   
growers, greenhouse growers and farm marketers!
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KAREN DAVIDSON

Guesswho’s coming to dinner? For a week?
Connoisseursof farming andfood flew from aroundtheglobeto savourOntario’s har-

vest for a few brief daysin mid-September.TheCanadian Federation of FarmWriters
(CFWF) played hostto 250colleaguesfrom 34 countriesin a choiceof toursto Lake
Huron,LakeErie or LakeOntario. Owen Roberts andLilian Schaer, congressco-chairs

andwell-known to our readers ascolumnists in The Grower, led manyvolunteerswho
organized tours thatstartedin Guelphandendedwith a rendez-vousin Niagara Falls.

This is thefirst time that theInternationalFederationof Agricultural Journalists(IFAJ)
congresshas been hostedin Canadasince1967.Thanksare owedto manyfarm organiza-
tions,including theOntario Fruit andVegetableGrowers’ Association,for helpingto
sponsorthis once-in-a-career tour.


